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From the CEO

Gregory Castle
Best Friends CEO

The ultimate opportunity
All of us in the No More Homeless Pets animal welfare movement aspire to 

achieve a lofty vision. It is one that has deep conceptual roots in the soul of the 
United States, and some remarkable similarities to the basic principles on which  
the country rests.

We take in the unfortunate ones, animals who have fallen on hard times and 
deserve better.

We find homes for the luckless ones who have been abandoned by those who 
once gave them succor, and provide them with the safety of home. 

We stretch wide our arms in welcoming those bedraggled and wretched crea-
tures who have no way to care for themselves.

We hold high a beacon of light, signaling the way toward better times.
Our hearts embrace the animals with a generosity that promises nothing other 

than an environment in which they can fulfill their true worth.
This is not a new idea. The inscription on the Statue of Liberty urges the world to 

send to this country ªyour huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the wretched 
refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me.º

What an inspiring 
ideal! To offer life to 
those who can barely 
cling to it. And of 
course it expresses 
so powerfully the 
principle at the heart 
of America's offer to 
all its citizens, native 
born or immigrant: that the country gives everyone the opportunity to bring out 
their most positive qualities and abilities.

Walk down the aisles of most animal shelters and you will see huddled masses. 
Sadly, the animals there aptly can be described as ªwretched refuse.º They have 
been abandoned, unwanted. They yearn to breathe free. You can see it in their 
desperate appeals to us, some with agitated barks, some with sad eyes as they 
crouch in fear at the back of their cages.

Yet when we take them in, we provide them not just with rescue but with an 
opportunity: America offers safety and the chance to make anything of ourselves. 
We save lives, and as we place animals in homes with loving caregivers, we give 
them the opportunity to express their loyalty, devotion and love. These are natural 
qualities they have in abundance. No need to teach them to be loyal. No need to 
lecture them on love. 

Indeed, these animals are a model for us.

We give homeless animals 
the chance to express their 
loyalty, devotion and love.
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From the Editor

Carla Davis, Editor 
editor@bestfriends.org

A soft spot for
community cats

Each morning after I've fed my four cats, I peek 
out the front door, looking for the neighborhood 
community (a.k.a. feral) cat. The skinny black-and-
white kitty became a regular visitor to my yard 
this spring, and we now have a morning ritual: 
While my brood is busy eating, I slip through a 
side door with a plate of canned cat food. ªKitty-
boo? Kitty-boo?º I call softly, setting the plate near 
my SUV. ªWant some breakfast?º From inside the 
laundry room, I watch him creep up to the dish 
and start eating. It's as close as I can get to him, 
but it's enough.

Sometimes I spy him sleeping in my English 
ivy, or stretching out under a tree. Who is this 
enigmatic little animal, and what's his story? I've 
seen him four blocks away, skulking around my 

neighbors' yards. I've seen him in the park across the street, 
hunting. And some days I don't see him at all. I try not to 
worry, but, well, I do.

Feral kitties are close to my heart. My cats Annabel, 
1, and Melody, 5, lived in community cat colonies before 
a rescue group trapped them and nursed them to health. 
Sociable Annabel, a black-and-white beauty, likes to jump on 
my shoulder and is fanatical about feather toys. Shy Melody, 
a pretty brown tabby, enjoys chin scratches and watching 
birds from my bedroom window. Despite the hardships I 
know they endured, both are happy, well-adjusted kitties, 
and I'm grateful they're in my life. 

In this issue, Best Friends staff writer Sandy Miller explores 
the world of community cats living along a New Jersey 
boardwalk. It was an orange-and-white cat named Buttercup 
who caught the eye of Debbie DeLisa, owner of the Wonder 
Bar in Asbury Park. When a local building project threatened 
Buttercup's colony, Debbie worked with the developers Ð 
themselves animal lovers Ð to provide sanctuary for the 
cats. We hope you'll find their story inspiring.

This is just one of thousands of heartwarming accounts of 
community kitties who have captured our hearts. Which ones 
have captured yours? Drop a note to editor@bestfriends.
org and tell us all about them. We'll publish our favorite 
anecdotes in an upcoming issue. 

5001 Angel Canyon Rd. 
Kanab, UT 84741

Tel: (435) 644-2001  
Fax: (435) 644-2078 

e-mail: editor@bestfriends.org
www.bestfriends.org
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Everyday Heroes
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NETWORK Charities

Get to know groups like  
Pet Foster Network: heroes 

dedicated to recruiting foster 
homes for rescue groups  

in North Carolina. 

networkcharities.bestfriends.org

Support your local Network Charities!  
To learn how they are working towards No More Homeless Pets and how you can help, visit  

Support your local lifesavers, 
and help us all achieve  

No More Homeless Pets# .  
The animals count on them, and they count on you!  

Our Partner

Laurie Smithwick, vol-
unteer graphic designer 
(holding the cat poster), 
and Barbara Lapointe, 
Pet Foster Network 
founder (holding  
the dog poster)
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Your thoughts ¼ What holiday tradition do your pets enjoy the most?

Letters to the Editor

MODELS OF COMPASSION
I have the deepest respect for CEO 

Gregory Castle and all of the wonderful 
people who started Best Friends, as well as 
those who commit themselves to keeping 
it going. I am a supporter and cannot wait 
to visit in person someday.

However, I can't help but comment 
on Mr. Castle's editorial (ªLessons I've 
learned,º September/October). While I 
agree with nearly everything he said, I 
can't help but be somewhat dismayed at 
his comment ªGenerally speaking, I do not 
view animals as models of compassionº 
when he went on to cite two ªremarkableº 
exceptions. I beg to differ on whether or 
not dogs have and/or can show and teach 
us compassion.

Within the same issue, there was a letter 
to the editor from Kathy Rivera, regarding 
her husband's death, in which she noted 
how her pets ªsensed the loss and gave me 
great compassion and love, more so than 
most people I know.º I myself have been the 
receiver of this compassion, most notably with 
my first dog, who comforted me often when, 
as a confused teenage girl, I would cry at just 
about anything. He would put his ears back, 
gently creep over to me and place his head on 
my leg as if to say, ªI'm here if you need me. 
Please don't cry.º These are not remarkable 
instances; I would argue in fact that this is 
the rule rather than the exception. 

In the case of animals helping other 
animals, I would like to point out two news 
reports of dogs helping other dogs. One took 
place in Peru after one dog was hit and left 
in the road while drivers went about their 
daily commute. A dog came over and as 
gently as was possible, pulled the injured 
dog by the collar little by little to the side of 
the road and out of harm's way. The second 
instance occurred recently in New York City 
when a car hit a mother dog and her son 
refused to let the police assist her, believing 
they were going to hurt her. Not to mention 

how many animals have saved the lives of 
their owners by barking when there was a 
fire. And how many times has a dog stepped 
in to protect its owner against wild animals 
such as bears and coyotes? Perhaps not all 
are acts of compassion, but isn't the first 
rule of compassion caring for another? 

The animal still has the first instinct 
to run from danger. When it chooses to 
stay and help its family, human or canine, 
therein lies your answer: Animals do have 
the capability to show compassion and 
therefore also teach compassion.

LYN  PALMER

EVERETT , M ASS.

NOT THE ONLY ONE
I went to my dentist yesterday and saw 

a copy of Best Friends in the waiting room. 
What a great magazine! 

I am a member of Dogs Deserve Better. 
I'm new at rescuing dogs, but I'm learning. 
I rescued one named Sparky last fall who 

had spent the last seven years at the end 
of a 12-foot logging chain. He is now my 
constant companion. Another, a German 
shepherd, was almost dead due to dehydra-
tion when I rescued her this past spring. 
I got Misty back to health and then found 
a great home for her with a Vietnam War 
veteran who trained German shepherds 
while on active duty. 

I am currently helping a lady who keeps 
her female boxer in an 8x6-foot cage all 
day. Honey flings herself against the cage 
in frustration at being locked up. So I'm 
taking Honey on walks with the owner, 
who really wants to help the dog but 
doesn't know how. The owner suffered a 
heart attack and can't walk Honey alone, 
as she pulls too hard on the leash. We are 
progressing very well. 

I just wanted to let you know how much I 
enjoyed your magazine. I took it home with 
me after my appointment (with the dentist's 
permission). It was wonderful to read about 
all the compassionate people out there who 
are working hard to improve the lives of 
animals. There are times when I think I'm 
the only one. Thank you for a great magazine!

M ARK  RITKE

T ITUSVILLE , PA.

SPEECH VS. ACTION
While I wholeheartedly agree with 

Mark Dennett (ªLetters to the Editor,º 
September/October) about freedom of 
speech and believe government cannot and 
must not silence its people, the strict inter-
pretation of the law separating speech and 
action was not applied by the U.S. Supreme 
Court in its recent decision that struck 
down criminalization of dogfight videos 
and other depictions of animal cruelty.

It's difficult to comprehend Dennett's 
implication that filming and distributing 
[depictions of] callous, cruel, brutal and 
calculating actions such as dogfights, 
cockfights and crushing is also ªspeechº 

ªMy dogs love 
`helping' to make 
doggie Christmas 
cookies for Santa. 
They all help to lick 
the bowl and spoon 
after we're done, and 
they usually manage 
to leave Santa a few 
crumbs.º

Micaela Logan 
Minneapolis, Minn.

ªHalloween is definitely 
our dogs' favorite 
holiday. My wife and 
I dress them up and 
they hang outside with 
us while we pass out 
candy. The kids love 
them and they love 
the attention and free 
treats.º

Dan Wehr 
Howell, Mich.
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